146
its annual festivals 15 villages have been
granted as inam by Shivaji and his descen-
dants, which yield an annual revenue of
Rs. 2,000. There are two lamp-pillars called
dipmalas in front of the temple, which were
struck by lightning and partly broken some
years ago. Their workmanship is consi-
dered to be of a superior order.
The upper fort contained several
buildings such as granneries, magazines,
stables, but now they are all in ruins. The
old .ramparts and bastions as well as old
gates and tanks give some idea of its
former greatness and remind the visitor
of its past glory. There are only a few
houses in the fort, which contain a popu-
lation of about 75 souls, mostly belonging
to the temple.
The fort of Pratapgad is within an
easy reach of Mahabaleshwar. There is
an excellent road from Malcolm Peith to
Vada or Ambenali about 10 miles, which
is an hour's drive by the picturesque Fitz-
gerald Ghaut. At Vada there is a comfor-
table bungalow for travellers in a shady
place, from which the historic fort of Pra-
tapgad can be easily ascended on foot
Chairs with bearers are also available in
the season and the rates of hire are fixed.
The ascent is not very difficult though the